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Prevailing Wickedneſs, and 


diſtreſſing Judgments, ill-boding 
Symptoms on a fiupid People. 
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HOSE A VII. gb. 
Gray Hairs are here, and there 
upon him, yet be knoweth not. | 
The WY Verſe runs thus : 
Strangers have devoured his $ trength, 
yet he knoweth it not: Yea, gray 
Hairs are here, and there pot him, 
yet he knoweth not. 


Naas God orders all the Affairs of Nati. 

wars i ons, and Countries, as well as of 
* BAS 3% Individuals; fo there is an Analogy 
3 E between his Diſpenſations towards 
Ran the one, and the other. And the 
Deſign'of all is to diſplay his Glory, as moral Go- 
vernor : to encourage Virtue by Rewards; and to 
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diſcourage Vice by Puniſhments ; and by both to 
- manifeſt himſelf to the World, a God loving Righte- | 
ouſneſs, and ting Iniquity. 


He doth not afflict willingly, (or from hisHeart) 
nor grieve the Children of Men.*” But he accounts 
of Puniſhment, as his ſtrange Work ; whether it be 
inflifted on a Nation, or a Man only. When there- 
fore he covereth himſelf” with Clouds, and thick 
Darkneſs ; when he viſits with Correction and iſtreſs, 

ris not Remi any Pleaſure he takes in the unhappineſs 
of his Creatures, (as ſuch) but to reduce the Rebelli- 
ous to their Allegiance ; that they may become the 
fit Objects of his Favour ; or that (if they prove in- 
corrigible,) it may be evident, by the Vengeance up- 
on them, that there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 


T he Sovereign, and the Father of the Univerſe, 
doth not apply Corroſives, but in thoſe Caſes, where 
Lenitives are ineffectual. And he brings diſtreſſing 
Judgments on no People, but ſuch as refuſe to be led 
by the Cords of a Man, and to be drawn by the 
Bands of Love. 


Every gentler Method had been improv'd for the 
Recovery of Ephraim (i. e. the Ten Tribes fo deno- 
minated from the Principal in that Political Combina- 

tion) from Idolatry and Wickedneſs; before God 

+ proceeded to impewer their Enemies to bby theirLand 

_ deſolate, and to tread on all their precious Things. 
Lam. 3. 33. 
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He ſent his Prophets in a long Succeſſion to re- 
mind them of their Duty ; and to admoniſh them of 
their Danger; to aſſure them of Proſperity, if they 


returned unto the Lord their God ; and to denounce: 


Vengeance to the uttermoſt againſt them, if they per- 
ſiſted in their Tranſgreſſion. 


But their Succeſs was very inconſiderable ; and the 
Reformation at any Time promoted among them, but of 
ſhort Continuance. + O Ephraim / what ſhall I do 
«« unto thee ? your Goodneſs is as theMorningCloud, 
« and as the early Dew, it vaniſheth away. Therefore 
& have Ihewed them by the Prophets: I have ſlain” (de- 
nounced Deſtruction againſt) / them by the Words 
„of my Mouth.“ But theſe Denunciations proving 
ineffectual, he proceeded to put them in Execution, 
and ſent Succeſſion of Calamities upon them. And 


his Judgments were as the Light that goeth forth.“ 


As the Light increaſeth to the Meridian, ſo his penal 
Diſpenſations towards that People were more and 
more ſevere unto their Deſtruction: And by theſe it 
was manifeſt, manifeſt as the Light, that he was ani- 


madverting on their Wickedneſs, and puniſhing their 


Apoſtacy from him. 


I deſired Mercy and notSacrifice, faith theLord, 
and theKnowledge (the Acknowledgment) of God 
** More than burnt Offerings: But they like Men 
© (ſtupid and ingrateful Men) have tranſgreſſed the 
Covenant: There, have they dealt treacherouſly 
« againſt me. It was the Cauſe of his violated Co- 
venant, 
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8 Il boding Symptoms on 
venant, violated by all Orders among them, that he 
was pleading. For this the Aſpects of his Providence 
were dreadful towards them, Trouble and Darkneſs, 
and Dimneſs of Anguiſh. 


God had choſen Iſtael before all other Nations, to 
be a peculiar People to himſelf. And as their God 
and King, had given them peculiar Laws and Cere- 
monies of Worſhip, to ſeparate and ſecure them from 
the idolatrous Practices of the Heathen. But Ephraim 
had forſaken him; entred into Alliances with the 
neighbouring cos: ; and received their Gods, 
When they were oppreſſed by one People, they con- 
federated with another for their Relief, inſtead of re- 
pairing to the Lord God of their Fathers, as their 
Shield and Help. * When Ephraim ſaw his 
« Sickneſs, then went he unto the Afrian, and 


te ſent unto King Fareb.” 


And by their Enemies on the one Hand, and their 
Allies and Auxiliaries on the other, they were de- 
voured with as much Eagerneſs and Speed, as 4 
Cake not turned, or but half prepared, is by the hungry. 


_ « Strangers have devoured his Strength, yet he 


% knoweth not; yea, gray Hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth not.“ 


The Pronoun 77, which the Tranſlators have added 
by Way of Supply, ſeems to. pervert the Senſe, at 
leaſt to obſcure it. For unleſs we imagine that Peo- 


ple degraded from theRank of Rationals, at leaft void 
* 


* Hoſca 5. 13. 
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of common Senſe, we cannot ſuppoſe them inſenſible 
of their Impoveriſhment, and Diminution both- by 


Fri-nds and Enemies. T heſe Things were ſo evi” 


dent, that they muſt unavoidably perceive them. 


But if we read without the Supply © Sarge 
% have devoured his Strength, yet he knoweth not, 
the Senſe appears plai in and eaſy : That they were 
4 fupid® as not to perceive. the moral Reaſon 
of their Troubles: They did not attend to this, that 
all the Adverſities crouding upon them, were ſent by 
tne Moſt High for their Rebellion. As in the 2dVerſe 
of the Context, They conſider not in their Hearts 
« that I remember all their Wickedneſs: Now their 
„ own Doings have beſet them about, they are before 
« my Face.” Or as in another Scripture, © * Hear 
O Heavens, and give ear O Earth: For the Lord 
« hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and bro't upChildren, 
and they have rebelled againſt me! The Ox know- 
„eth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib : 
« But Iſtael doth not FLOW: my People doth not 
© confider.” 


As gray Hairs on Individuals are commonly the 
Symptoms of old Age, of natural Decays, and of 
approaching Death; ſo by Analogy the gray Fairs 
ſprinkled on the Ten Tribes, may be underſtood not 
only of the long Preſſure of their Troubles, but of 
their Decays both in a moral and political View, and 
of the compleat Ruin haflening vpon them. 


B . 
* Iſaiah 1. 2, 3. 


— 
— 


S - - 8 8 
5 . T ͤͤ TR 
A. r — - x Es n 2 4 


— 


— dS —— — 4 — . » — I >a — 
"IF. 


— — 
2 


-> 
- 


- — — > es BE 
— ay br ge wad * EI 25 * 
2 q - o 
F 2 BN 
— er * * 


r 


— 2 My 
wat 7 22 Fa 


—_—— 
+ B24 


Das Sis 
rn 


** 


N 


— 


r 
Fe 
2 we. + 
— Al. * — 
"IE — 1b 


. 


N 


y N 
A Se 


q FW 9 
. a 
c * * 4 
6.4 - . 


+ 


: 
, 
, 
| 
? 
| 


= | IIl-beding Symproms, on 


The Situation of Things among them might. eaſily 
have convinc'd them, both by their natural and moral 
Tendency, that their Ruin was ſwiltly advancing. 


But let us be more particular in conſidering, 


1 The Ill-boding Symptoms on the Ten 
| Tribes. | 
Expreſs'd by the Metaphor of gray Hairs. 


IIdly. Their Stupidity eter them : 
ne by their not Anowing. 
And then, 
IIIdiy. Compare that People with ourſelves f in 


Reſpect of their Privileges, their mo! 'al Cha- 
racfer, and their Calamities. 


L Let = conſider: the. * Ill boding Symptoms“ 


which were on the Ten Tribes: 


Expreſſed * the Metaphor of gray Fairs. 


+ Their's were < the Covenant, the Giving of the 
« Law, the Service of God, and the Promiſes :” And 
they had in the moſt ſolemn Manner covenanted with 
the moſt High, to obey and worſhip him alone; but 
had nevertheleſs revolted from him, forſaken the 


Temple erected to his Name, and ſet up the Calves 


in Bethel and Dan. And as if this had not been a 
ſufficient Affront to the Lord, who made and bought 


them, they paid divine Honour to Baalim, and to o- 
ther Idols of the neighbouring Nations, 
All 
+} Rom. 9. 4. 
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All Orders were corrupt, their Kings were vicious; 
their Princes Oppreſſors; their Prieſts lewd and mur- 
derous ; and the People were form'd after the Pattern 
of their Superiors. * The whole Head was Sick, 
« and the whole Heart Faint. From the Sole of the 
Foot to the Head there was no Soundneſs; but 

% Wounds, Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores.” 


| Every Species of Wickednels was rife among them, 
Murder, Adultery, Unrighteouſneſs, Falſhood, Co- 
vetouſneſs, Seditions and Treaſons. Their Pride teſti- 
fied to their Faces. They indulged to Luxury and 
Extravagance ; and perverted the Bounties of - Hea- 
ven to Senſuality Such was the Character of the 
Nation; and ſuch a Character muſt be as gray Hairs, 
an Indes not only of Decays, b but alſo of an ap- 
proaching Diſſolution, | 


Such Practices 8 a natural Tendency to the 
Diſſolution of any Community. For as the Welfare 


of the Body natural depends on the right Tone of the 


Solids, the fit Conſiſtency of the Fluids, and the juſt 
Performance of their Functions by the reſpective Parts, 
ſo is it in the Body politick, When the political Head 
is vicious; and the next in Dignity corrupt; and the 
People diſſolute and wicked: When Princes and thoſe 
in ſubordinate Power, and the common People, all 
act ineonſiſtent with the Duties of their ſeveral Stati- 
ons; how is it poſſible for ſuch a Community to ſub- 
ſiſt for any conſiderable Term? Muſt not Anarehy, 


* | Confuſion, 
F Iſaiah 16. 
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Confuſion, and a political Diſſolution, ſoon be the 


Conſequence, even on Suppoſition of no foreign Ene- 


my to take Advantage of their Diſorders ? 


But then we are to conſider theſe Things not only 
as a natural, but alſo as a meral Preſage of Ruin. 


When the Morals of a People are thus corrupt, 'tis 


evident they are ripening faſt for Deſtruction, that 
they are filling up rhe Meaſure of their Iniquities. - 


Thus it was with the Amorites, previous to the In- 


8 duction of 1/7ael to their Poſſeſſions. How much 


more may we conclude this of a People brought nigh 


unto God, as 1/7ael was? to whom he had given 


Rules for their Direction in various Life; Laws en- 
forced by an Aſſurance of Proſperity, the Reward of 
Virtue; and of Famine, Peſtilence and Sword, and 
an utter Exciſion, the Puniſhment of incorrigible Diſ- 
obedience. | 

God had planted his Tabernacle among them, that 
by the Homage which they paid unto him, he might 


"be manifeſted to the World, as. the only living and. 


true God : That by the Proſperity with which he 
crowned them, and by his remarkable Interpolitions 
in their Favour when they were obedient on the one 
Hand ; as alſo on the other, that by his as remarka- 
ble punitive Diſpenſations towards them, when rebel- 
lious and irreclaimable, it might be made manifeſt to 
all Nations (to whom the Bruit thereof ſhou'd come) 
that verily the Moſt High over all the Earth, acts 
worthy of himfelf in the Adminiſtration of his Go- 


vernment. | When 


L EOS. ON | e 
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When therefore they, whom he had placed peculi- 
arly near unto himſelf, became obſtinate in their Cor- 


ruption and Degeneracy, was it not really neceſſary 
for his Honor, as moral Governor, to make their Pu- 
niſhment proportional to their diſlinguiſtingPrivileges 


and Advantages ? 


« * Thy Children have forſaken me, faith the 
6 Lord, and have {worn by them that are no Gods. 
When I fed them to the full, then they committed 
% Adultery. There is no Truth, nor Mercy, nor 


Knowledge of God in the Land. By Lying, and 
* Swearing, and Killing, and committing Adultery, 


* they break out, and Blood toucheth Blood. How 
* ſhall J pardon thee for this? Shall J not viſit for 
* theſe Things? and ſhall not my Soul be avenged 
on ſuch a Nation as this?” * + You only have. I 
“ known,” or acknowledged for myPeople © among 
all the Families of the Earth: Therefore will 1 
* puniſh you for your Iniquities.” 


Moreover, | 
Succeſſive Calamities on a wicked, oblag and 
ſtupid People, are der Indication df approaching 
Ruin. 


This is the Doctrine of the greater Part of the 
prophetical Song of Moſes. The Rector of the 
Univerſe. doth not ſtir up all his Wrath at the firſt. 
For “5 He hath no Pleaſure in the Death of him 
that dieth; but in chis, that the Wicked repent and 


8 
. 7:9 Hoſea 4. I, 2.. + Amos 3. 2. Ezek. 18. 32, 


* a 


» w 


gy 


——ä—— — — 2 — nt vous, a 3 SW —— — 
222. 


5 
— 
23 
— — 


— — 


PEEP 


— Rap” i tt bes A 
S OE ROT 
Gp 2 — 1 2 TH =. - 2. = — 


. EEC”, 


4 
ly 
4] 
1 
wt 
+. 
9 
15 


2 


$5. 2 
— 
- 
7 3” 


: +. 
DI r 


ne 
Er , 


. 2 * 
J 
— — ͤ—— 27 at _ 
* i py b «SE A * nd — * 
1 0 — * Te : 
, D wh, IS 5 — * 
8 ö we 2 ne ol 
ERAS gow or ds *3: gre$ LA 
2 - eat Sa * — 


r 
* 


r 


2 


+ a oe = ST Rx 
e 
T n 


3 ” 
EC nt 7 
P FM MO TE ES IC 5 [et 
own ap eo #42, 7; Fes 4 — CY 
— — * „ 2 8 , — — 


- 

4 * TS 
3 
r ue 


KY vx 4 


3 
— Con | 


pr 


6 22, * I 
2 3 5 — _ 
Mend hn ** 


AS er apart v 


14 I 1-boding Symptoms, on 


4% live.” For this Reaſon he begins not with De- 
ſtruction, but with Correction, ſending firſt one Cala- 
mity, and if that proves inefficacious, then another; 
that if they hearken not to the Voice of a former 
Sign, they may be arouſed to Amendment, by that of 
a latter. Thus he corrected 1/-ael, firſt by the Pal- 
mer Worm, that failing of Succeſs, he ſent theLocutt, 
then the Canker Worm and the Caterpilinr And to 
theſe he added Blaſts, and Mildews, and Drought, 


and F amine, and the waſting Peſtilence. 


But theſe not anſwering the merciful Purpoſes of 


his corrective Diſpenſations; he gave Commiſſion to 
their Enemies to take their Garriſons, Fortreſſes, and 


Frontier Towns, and to ſeize on the Kingdoms of 


Heſhbon and Baſhan. © * In thoſe Days“ (after the 
Advancement of Fehu to the Throne) © the Lord 
began to cut //rael ſhort: And Fazael ſinote them 
« in all the Coaſts of 7froel ; from Jordan Eaſtward, 


all the Land of Gilead, the Gadites, the Reulen- 
« ttes, the Manaſſites, from Arver, (which is by the 


% River Arnon) even Gilead and Baſhan.” 


The merciful Deſign of theſe Adminiſtrations, 
was to cure that People of their Impiety and Wick- 
edneſs; to bring them to Repentance. I have 
„given youCleanneſs of Teeth, and Want of Bread, 
yet have ye not returned unto me faith the Lord. 
E have ſinitten you with Blaſting and Mildew ; and 


* the Palmer Worm devoured your Increaſe - Yet 


60 have ” not returned unto me faith the Lord. I 
« have 


a /lupid People. | 15 


have {ent among you the Peſtilence, after the Man- 
« ner of Egypt: Your young Men have I lain 
„ with the Sword, and have made the Stink of your 
Camps to come up unto your Noſtrils : Yet have 
ye not returned unto me faith the Lord. I have 
« overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew Sodom 
© and Gomorrha, and ye were as a Fire- brand pluck- 
ed out of the Burning: Yet have ye not returned 
« unto me faith the Lord.” 


Had they attended to theſe Things, they might 
eaſily have perceived, that their Wickedneſs was the 
moral Reaſon of them, according to the plain Decla- 
ration of God by Mo/es, and the Prophets: And that 

God having begun to animadvert on their Rebellion, 
would not deſiſt, until either they ſubmitted them- 
ſelves, or were deſtroyed from off that good Land 
which he had given to them. © 5 Thus will I do 
« unto thee, and becauſe I will do thus unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God, 0 Iſtael. 


But they being deaf to all the Calls of ene 


and obſtinate in their Perverſeneſs, rendered their 


Exciſion neceſſary to vindicate the Honour of divine 
Government; therefore were they cut off by Ven- 
geance, from the Preſence of the Lord and from the 
Glory of his Power. 


We now proceed, | 
. TIdly, To conſider the Stupidity of that People, 
under all the IIl-boding Symptoms chat were 
upon them, 72 know not, Their 


Amos 4. 12. 
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Their Kings and Princes could not be unconſcious 


of their Oppreſſion, Luxury and Debauchery ; their 
Prieſts, of their Abominations; nor the common Peo- 
ple of their Vices : For an Agent cannot be uncon- 
{cious of his own Actions. Neither could they be 
inſenſible of the Troubles which were upon them. 


But they dd not conſider their Wickedneſs as the 


moral Reaſon of their Afflictions; nor attend to the 


primary Deſign of them, which was to bring them to 
a Reformation. 


Altho' God bad in the moſt explicit Manner aſſur- 
ed them that no adverſe Event ſhould come upon 
them, but in Conſequence of their Diſobedience; 
and that Proſperity ſhould be the certain Reward of 
Obedience: And although he had ſent his Prophets 
to cry aloud and not to ſpare, to ſhew them their 
Tranſgreſſion and their Sin ; and in his Name to 
denounce Wrath, the Deſolation of their Country ; 
their Diſperſion among the Heathen ; and their be- 


coming a Deriſion and a Hiſſing on the Face of the 


Earth, if they perſiſted in their Wickedneſs; and to 
aſſure them of his 3 on their Repentar ce: And 
notwithſtanding he had ſo plainly laid their Duty be- 


fore them, and enforc'd it by important Motives, Mo- 


tives adapted to their Hopes and Fears, thoſe power- 
ful Springs of human Action, yet they were not in- 
flugnced by them. 


They loved Idols, they were e Joined: to them, and 
they would go after them. They did Evil, and there- 


fore 


” "ry „ nn. 
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fore hated the Light. They judged of Things not 
according to their different Natures, and Tendencies, 
but according to their Agreement with their vicious 
Appetites and Inclinations ; and hence they called 
Good Evil, and Evil Good. | 


They tho't that God was like unto themſelves, and 
therefore they disbelieved and diſregarded him. And 
under the Preſſure of their Calamities, were rather 
difpos'd to curſe, than to humble themſelves under 
the mighty Hand of God. And through their ow 
Perverſeneſs, were hardned by thoſe very Means, 
which were mercifully deſign'd for their Reformation 
Therefore faith the Lord, Why ſhould ye be 
ſtricken any more,” (chat is with a View at your 
Amendment) “ ye will revolt more and more.? 


And as they thus reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, and 
hardned themſelves againſt every proper Method for 
their Recovery, he was provoked to withdraw from 
them ; and to abandon them to judicial Blindneſs, and 
Infatuation. + My People would not hearken to 
„ my Voice; and 1/ael would none of me; ſo I 
gave them up to their own Hearts Luſts ; and 
„they walked in the Way of their own Counſels.“ 
And therefore altho* they had Eyes, they ſaw not, and 
Ears,they heard not, and Hearts, they underſtood not. 


As the Love and Practice of Wickedneſs corrupt 
the moral Judgment, fo when ſuch are left of God, 
it muſt need be that they ſtumble in the cleareſt Light, 

C and 


Flfai,1,5, f 81 Pal, 11, 12. 
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and remain Proof againſt the plaineſt Admonitions; 
and ſtupid under the moſt adverſe Diſpenſations. 
Therefore they underſtood not the Things of their 
Peace ; and to them in that Age, as well as to the 
Fews afterwards, may be applied that of the Prophet. 
« * I will work a Work in your Days, which ye will 
* not believe, though it be declarcd unto you.” 


And + Whatſoever Things happened unto them 
% were for Enſamples unto us on whom the Ends of 
* the World are come, leſt we ſhould imitate their 
: Practices, and periſh after the Similitude of their 


C Deſtruction.” 


Let us proceed, 
IIIdiy, To compare that People with ourſelves 
in Point of Privileges, Moral Chara#er, and 
Calamities. | 


1. In Refſpect of Privileges. 


Were they ſeparated from the reſt of the World, 
bro't nigh unto God, and favoured with free Acceſs 
to Him ? Are not we alſo, whoſe Anceſtors were 
'* & Aliens from the common Wealth of Iſrael, and 
„ Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, {+ brought 
% nigh by the Blood of Chriſt ?” & And have we 
not * through him Acceſs by one Spirit unto the 
„ Father ?” Our Lot is within the Pale of ha; 
Church, of which the Church of Lfrael was but 2 


Type. 
Were 


® Habak. 1. 5. + 1 Cor. 10. 11. $ Eph. 2. 12. H Eph. 
2. 13. If Eph 2. 18. 
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Were the 1/-aelites bleſſed with the lively Oracles 
of God ? And was their Duty enforced by Promiſes 
of Proſperity, and by Threatnings of Adverlity : * And 
were not © whatſoever Things were written afore- 
« time, written for our Learning; that we through 
Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures, might have 
«« Hope?” Are not we favoured with clearer No- 
tices of our Duty than were granted under theJewiſh 
Diſpenſation? And is it not enforced upon us by 
much more important Motives, and Conſiderations ? 
Life and Immortality being brought to Light by the 
Goſpel ; and the eternal Senſations of the divine Diſ- 
pleaſure, being denounced againſt all Unrighteouſneſs 
and Ungodlineſs of Men. 


The Jewiſh Diſpenſation was FREIE compared 
with the religious Advantages afforded to other Na- 
tions ; and „ as it prefigured the great Bleſſings 
of the Goſpel. But that which was once glorious, 
hath now 19 Glory, by N of a Glory that ex- 
celleth. 


The Ifraelites had but the Types and Shadows, 
we have the Subſtance. Our Obligation to Obedi- 


ence is proportional to our ſuperior Advantages; and 
our Diſobedience proportionally aggravated. 


Let us, 


2.) Compare that People with ourſelves in Reſpect 
** their Moral Character. 


C2 . They 


* Rom. 15. 4. 


** 
wen 
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They were © * bent to backſlide ; their Neck 


« was an Iron Sinew; $ and their Heart an Ada- 


« mant. All Orders from the Prince to the meaneſt 


Subject, were corrupt. Vice in all her Forms, even 


every Species of Wickedneſs was prevalent among 
them. 


Did they deny the Lord that made and bought 
them, and forſake his preſcribed Worſhip ?-. And do 
not many of our fellow - Subjects, deride all revealed 
Religion, and at leaſt practically deny the Exiſtence 
of the Deity? 


Did that People pay divine Honours to graven 
| Images ? And do not many among ourſelves,worſhip 
in the Temple of Mammon! How prevalent that 

woridly Spirit, that Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry ? 


Did that People ſwear falſly by the Moſt-High, 
and prophane the Name of God? To what an a- 


mazing Height hath this ungentile, this ſilly, this hor- 
rid Practice ariſen by Sca and Land, in City, in Coun- 
try, and in our Camps; as if we acknowledged a God 
with no other Deſign but to inſult him, and to tram- 


ple on his ſacred dreadful Name : 2 


Did Tjrael negle&t or proſtitute the Sabbath of the 
Lord? Who is there that takes a View of our Practi- 
ees, but muſt acknowledge, that in this Retpen, o our 
Sin reacheth to the Heavens? 


Dig the Fathers of that People act inconſiſtently 
with 


1 + Il 48. 4. Dee F. 12. 


tl 
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with the Duties of their reſpective Stations ? * Did 
c the Heads of Iſrael judge for Reward * and canſe 
e the Seat of Violence to come near? Did thePriefts 
« teach for Hire? and the Prophets divine for Mo- 
% ney:” And hath Wickedneſs never been. in high 
Places among ourſelves ? Hath Juſtice never been 
perverted, nor turned into Wormwood? Have Bri- 
bery and Venality had no Place? Have /ord:d mer- 
cenary Principles had no Influence? Have none en- 
tered into public Character, rather to eſcape the Sheriff 
and to riot at the Expence of the Public: than from 
a Principle of true Patriotiſm, a juſt Renard to their 
Country, and a ſincere Deſire to ſerve their Maker? 


Were Seditions and Conſpiracies rife among the 


Iſraelites ? Were Perſons in high and important 
Command, not ſeldom falſe to the Truſis reroſed in 


them? Were their Armies ſometimes treacherous to 
tne King, and the State? Is there not a Parallel? 


Were Murders and Aſſaſſinations common among that 
People? Have not theſe been practiced among us? 
And how manifeſt is Malignity in all its harefulExer- 
ciles, inſtead of that Charity which is peculiarly pre- 


{cribed in the Goſpel ? 
Was Adultery, and all the Species of Impurity 


barefaced among them? And are they not rampant 
among us ? Have not the Unclean a Whore's Fore- 
head which cannot bluſh ? Yea do they not glory in 
their Shame? 
Did 
8 Micah 3:76; 
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Did many among them indulge to Senſuality, 
*« * lying on Beds of Ivory, chanting to the Sound 
« of the Viol,” &c. while they put far from 
them the evi ! Day, and diſregarded theCalamities which 


were upon the Land, and by which God was calling 
them to Lamentation and Repentance ?, 


And of ourſelves, how many who are not properly 
grieved for the Affliction of their People; but de- 
vote themſelves to Voluptuouſneſs, as if To-morrow 
muſt need be as this Day, and much more abundant ; 
and as if the Pleaſures of the Epicure were the chief 
End of Man ? YO | 


Did many in «© Ephraim hold the Ballances of 
«« Deceit, . and practice the Cheat and the Knave ? 
Are not Defraudings, Over-reachings, and all the 
Acts and Methods of Unrighteouſneſs common in 
this Age and Country ? 


Did the f Pride of 1/7ael teſtify to his Face?“ 
Doth not our Pride teſtify to ours? How many 
through an Ambition of appearing to Advantage, 
and of rivalling their Superiours, ſo far exceed their 
Rank and Circumſtances in Oeconomy and Apparel, 
as not only to injure or ruin their Creditors, but 
alſo to throw themſelves into Confinement, and their 
Families into Beggary and Rags? 


Was Falſchood for a Reproach unto Ephraim ? 
Is it not for a Scandal to ourſelves ? 


E But 
Amos 6. 5, Kc. + Hoſea 12.7. + Hoſea 7. 10. 
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But who can point out all the Immoralities chat 
are amongſt us? Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? 


What hath been faid may ſerve to ſhew, that 
we bear a very near Reſemblance of Ephraim, in 
thoſe Things which are a Reproach to any People— 
And if we conſider our Practices in Connection with 
our ſuperiour Advantages, may it not be ſaid with 
Propriety that we are more vile than that People? 


Who alſo were more vile than the Heathen that 


were round about them. 


Hes as in the Times of the greateſt Cor- 
ruption in HMael, there were © ſeven Thouſand that 
* had not bowed the Knee unto Baal, &“ ſo at this 
preſent Time alſo we have juſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe 
there are conſiderable Numbers among ourſelves, 
that are grieved for the Abominations that are done 


in the Land: that are ſolicitous for the divine Ho- 


nour, and for the Good of their Country ; Perſons 
of all Orders conſpicuous for Faith and Virtue. 


But a8 the great Wickedneſs of the Ten Tribes 
rendered it neceſſary, for the Honour of divine Go- 


vernment, to puniſh them notwithſtanding there were 


fome ſincere Worſhippers of the true God among 
them; ſo by Parity of Reaſon, we may well ſuppole 
it nebel for God to viſit us with Adverſity and 


Trouble, notwithſtanding there are ſome Perſons of 


ſubſtantial Piety and Goodneſs in the midſt of us. 


| Let 
Rom. 11. 4. 
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Let us therefore 
3.) Compare the b. of the Ten Tribes 


vw i= our own. 


Their Viſttation 5 Daa by Famine, by Blaſt, 
by Mildews, by devouring Inſe&s, by Peſtilence, 
and by SR, hath already been mentioned, and 
needs no larger Repetition. 


And hath not God corrected us in like Manner 2 
to paſs by all, but Peſtilence and War. 


How often hath God given Commiſſion to the 
deſtroying Angel to draw his Sword and ſmite us? 
What Diſeaſes of various Kinds have been ſent 
among us in a dreadful Succeſſion ? How numerous 
have been the Slain of the Lord! ? And for all this 
his Anger is not turned away, but his Hand is 


ſtretched out ſtill. 


What a mares] Sickneſs. is now raging in the 
Camp, and in this and the neighbouring Towns? 
and the Grave is even glutted with Death. 


God alſo hath ſuffered a bitter, and a ; haſty Na- 
tion to encroach upon us, and to proſper therein. 
How heavy the Rebuke; and how deep the Stain on 
the Britiſh Standard in the fatal Battle on the Mo- 


nongabela! Where the Beauty of Ifael was ſlain: 
where the Shield of the mighty was vilely caſt 


away : tell! it not in Gath / 


How fatal have been the Conſequences of that 
| diſaſterous 
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diſaſt'rous Campaign? How have the Va been 
ſpirired by that Succeſs ? The Barbarians of the De- 
ſert, they who are not a Nation, hold us in Deriſion ! 
What Ravages and Depredations have been made on 
the Frontiers of the ſouthern Colontes ? What Mul- 
titudes have been ſent down to the Pit, what Num- 
bers led into Captivity 2 How great the Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Diſtreſs of our Brethren there ? who until 
now, have been almoſt Strangers to the Sound of the 
Trumper and the Alarms of War. And who hath 
thus given Jacob to the Robbers, and Tjrael to them 
that ſpoiled him? 


What a Frown on the Nation, and of Conſequence 


on us whe are connected with it, is the Loſs of Ma- 


hon ? A Fortreſs of very great Importance to the 
Protection of the Mediterranean Commerce? Loft ! 
but whether by Treachery or Cowardice, Time muſt 
determine. 


To this we may 444 the Loſs of Ofwego, given 
up to the Enemy, but whether by Perfidy or Cow- 
ardice, or for want of Warlike Stores, Time allo 
mult diſcover. 


Not to mention the immenſe Sum expenged to no 
Purpoſe but the ſtrengthning the Enemy; we have 
now loſt all Power in that Part of America. 


And unleſs the Proſpect of keeping up thePrice of 
their Commodities, by admitting both Engliſh and 
French to a free Trade with them, ſhou'd prevent it, 
have we not Reaſon to fear left the Sa! vages of the 


D Si- 
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„ in whoſe Country that Fortreſs was 
ſituated, ſhou'd eonfederate with our Enemies? 
Shou'd this be the Caſe, there is Reaſon to fear left 
every other Tribe in Alliance with us, ſhou'd aftcr 
their Example, go over to that Side, and all Things 
conſidered, carry the Ballance of Power with them. 


To this alſo we may ſubjoin the probable Fruſ- 
tration of the preſent Expedition, in the forming and 
Management of which, as well as of that of the laſt 
Year, theſe Provinces have been at fo great an Ex- 


pence of Blood and Treaſure. 


Are not our Immoralities, and theſe penal Diſpen- 
tens as gray Hairs upon us? Are they not Indica- 
tions of Decays : Do they not threaten Deſtruction? 
Can we view theſe Things, our Wickedneſs and our 
Danger, according to the preſent Aſpects of divine 
Providence, without a real Concern ? Or are we like 
Ephraim alſo in Stupidity, who when gray Hairs were 
here and there upon him knew not? However theſe 
Things may appear to others, to me they afford but 
A painful Proſpect. 


7 Moteover the awful Shokings i in ha Warld na- 
tural, together with the preſent Commotions and Con- 
vulſions of the World moral, ſeem to portend ſome 


important Change in human Affaits; ſome conſider- 


able Event near opening upon us. 


The Churches of this Land have never ſuffered 
for their _ the Time nay now be haſtening 
— 
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It ſeems to be declared concerning Babylon, that 
| ſhe ſhall be poſſeſs*d of Power and Grandeur, imme- 
diately preceeding her Deſtruction. “ + She faith in 


„ her Heart, I fit a Queen, and am no Widow, and 


„ ſhall ſee no Sorrow: Therefore ſhall her Plagues 
come in one Day, Death and Famine and Mourn- 
ing; and ſhe ſhall be utterly burns with Fire, for 
frog is the Lord God, who judgeth her. 


Whether ſhe ſhall nor repoſſeſs theGrandeur,which 
ſhe had before the Reformation, and add America 
too? And whether the preſent Aſpects of divine Pro- 
vidence are not introductory to ſucha dreadtul Scene? 
And whether the Time for {laying the Witneſſes ; 
and for their lying dead in the Streets of the great 
City ; and for the Worſhippers of the Beaſt to rejoice 
over them, and to make merry, and to ſend Gifts one 
to another, is yet to come? I ſay as to theſe Things, 

I know not what to anſwer. It behoves us to prepare 
for all Events ; to ſet in Order the Things that are 
wanting; and to ſtrengthen ſuch as remain and are 
ready to die ; For verily our Works are not perſect 
before God. Repentance ſurely at this Day, and in 
this Situation of Affairs, may be urged with ſome 


Emphaſis. 
Wherefore then ſuffer 45 Word of Exhortation. 


Let us be perſuaded to Repentance towards Ged, 
and to F. atth | in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


D 2 - Let 


+ Rev. 18. 74 
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Let us then © * Take with us words, and turn to 
the Lord, and fay unto him, Take away all Iniquity 

* and receive us graciouſly, for in thee theFatherleſs 

* findeth Mercy.” Then may we hope that he will 

heal our Backſliding, and love us freely: that he will 


be as the Dew unto us ; that we may grow as the 
Lilly, and caſt forth our Roots as Lebanon. 


vince God is come forth againſt us, will he deſiſt 
until we humble ourſelves under his mighty Hand, 
or until he hath glorified himſelf in our compleat 
Confuſion : 2 Wberefore, 5 


Then let each one enter into a critical Examination 
of himſelf in Principle and Practice; and take a cloſe 
View of his whole Deportment reſpecting God and 
Man. We are apt to run in Queſt of foreign Ad- 
ventures ; and can eaſily find in others the moral Rea- 


fon of all the Troubles that overwhelm us. But 
our Duty lies firſt at Home. + Theu Hypocrite, 
« firſt take the Beam out of thine, own Eye; and 
© then ſhait thou ſee clearly to pluck the Mote out 
„of thy Brothers Eye. Reformation cannot be 
univerſal, unleſs it be alſo individual. 


Let the Evils to which we and ours are expos'd 
| without Repentance animate us to it. Our civil 
Rites andPrivileges, and our religiousLiberties are in 
Danger. Can we think of Slavery for our ſelves 
without ſubſtantial Commotion ? Can we think of the 


SubjeQtion of our Children to Rome without the Con- 
vulſion 


Hoſea 14. 2, 3, 5. + Matth. 7. 5. 
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vulſion of Parental Bowels ? Is nd both our, and 
their Danger enhanced, by the increaſing Power of 
our Adverſaries? 


Can any, ſecure our civil, or our ſacred Intereſts, 
but the Almighty ? And have we any Leaſe from 
him? Do we hold our Privileges by any ſurer Te- 
nure, than thoſe Churches in Aſia, or Africa, that 
are now groaning under Mahometan "Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, or are extin&t ? Or than a great Part of 
the European Churches that are now under the Impo- 
ſitions and Uſurpation of Antichriſt ? Conſider what 
God hath done unto them for their Ingratitude and 
Rebellion. Conſider how many Nations have actu- 
ally been unchurch'd, and have reverted to Pagan 
Errors and Superſtition. © f Go alſo (faith the Lord) 
„ unto my Place which was in Shiloh, where I did ſet 
© my Name at the firſt, and lee what I did unto it, 
« forthe Wickedneſs of my People //7ae/. Do they 
*« provoke me to Anger faith the Lord? Do they not 
«« provoke themſelves to the Confuſion of their own 
Faces 


The God with Ws we have to do 

ſearcheth the Hearts, and trieth the Reins : will he 
therefore turn from his Anger towards us, unleſs we 
from the Heart abandon every Thing diſpleaſing to 
him? If we expect that he ſhould indeed be for us, 


muſt \ we not indeed be for him? 
: 985 an And 


4 Jer. 7. 12, 19. 
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And if we do in Reality turn unto him, we may 
well bope that he will in a peculiar Manner intereſt 


Himſelf in our Affairs, and do us good: © + ceaſe to 


4 do Evil and learn to do well—If ye be willing and 


228 2 ye ſhall eat the Good of the Land.“ 


Or if he ſhould ſuffer us to be bro't low ; yet may 


we not hope that in the beſt Time he will manifeſt 


himſelf. Thus when Iſrael were oppreſſed in Egypt, 
and their Male Children drown'd by Royal Edict, then 
the Lord their God aroſe to their Relief. And by a 


Succeſſion of irreſiſtable Judgments, declared him- 
ſelf ſuperiour to all the Gods of Egypt, the 
moſt High over all the Earth, and 4 peculiar 
Friend of his People. 


And after their March "I. Fey y pt, when Deſtruc- 
tion threatned them with open Mouth ; - when the 
Mountains of Pihahirath were on either Flank, the 
Red Sea in Front, and the beſt Troops of Pharaoh, 
and under his Command preſſing on their Rear; and 


the People themſelves unus'd to War, and med; 


when there was no Room for Flight ; but 
according to all human Appearances, they muſt 
fall a Sacrifice, when their Purſuers were in high Spi- 
rits, & ſaying, © We will purſue ; we will overtake ; 
« we will divide the Spoil ; our Soul ſhall be fatis- 
« fied upon them; we will draw the Sword, our 
“ Hand ſhall deſtroy them: Then the Lord ap- 

r'd for them, they follow'd his Command ; and he 


accompliſh'd their Salvation: The Sea opened for 
aer their 
+ Iſai. 1. 16, 17419; 9 Exod. I5. 9, 10. 
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their March; and their Enemies purſued them to the 
Deeps : Then “ did the Lord blow with his Wind,: 
«© the Sea cover'd them, and they ſunk as Lead in 
«© the mighty Waters.“ 


God hath often fi \ffered the Enemies of hisChurch 
to lift up the Horn, and to diſtreſs her, that by his 
7 Diſpenſations towards her ſhe might be arouſed, and 
$ reform the Things that are amiſs; and that by his > 
: remarkable Interpoſitions for her in her Mounts of 


— \2LL — =whÞh 


Difficulty, his Care for her might be the more manifeſt, 
: As particular Chriſtians require greater or leſs 
. Degrees of Afffiction for their Exerciſe, and Refine 


ment; ſo is it with the Church herſelf. And as God 
ſends forth Afffictions for the Advantage of Individu- 
als; ſo he hath always a Rod for the Correction of his 
x Church: Thus he hath improv'd .4fjria and Egypt 
0 for the Correction of the Fewi/h ; and France and 
Kone for the Scourge of the Chriſtian Church. 


, But altho? God will always ſupport his Church in 


0 the World, and will never ſuffer the Gates of Death 
* to prevail againſt it ; yet it by no Means follows that 
q every particular Pan of his Church ſhall be ſuſtain'd. 
Hut the Vine which he hath planted in this Land 


may be rooted up by the Boar out of the Wilderneſs, 
” and be trampled under Foot by the wild Beafts of the 
5 Deſert; "Tis therefore of very great Importance that 
we break off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and our Ini- 
quities by a ſpeedy turning; that it * be a length- 


ening out of our Tranquility. 
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If we wou d prevail with God to remove the 
Tokens of his D.ſpleaſure, we muſt abandon thoſe 
Evils, which are the moral Ground of it: We muſt 
lubmit unto his Son, and embrace all the Laws of his 
Kingdom. Let us do this, let us practice Repentance 
towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is inſeparably connected with true Repentance, 
rnd without which our Acceptance with God is im- 
poſſible. And then ſuppoſing the Wickedneſs of this 
People ſhou'd be ſo great, that God wou'd not be 
entreated for them, tho* Noah, Daniel and Job ſtood 
before him? Suppoſe that God hath abſolutely de- 
rermined that the Beſom of Deſtruction ſhall paſs 
over it; and that theſe Provinces ſhall become the 
Poſſeſſion of our Enemies; and an Appendage to 
Rome ; yet out beſt Intereſt ſhall be ſafe, where the 
Power of Hell and Rome can never enter; and ws 
ſhall at the laſt join in that Song of Praife, 


2 Alleluia; Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, 
** and Power, unto the Lord our God: for true and 


« righteous are his Judgments ; for he hath judged 
e the great Whore, which did corrupt the Earth with 
« her Fornications, and hath avenged the Blood of 


his Servants at her Hand. * 
Amen, 
ArTIIIVI& 
+ Rev. 19. Begin. | 


